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Since the earthquake of January 

2011, The Hope Alliance-Haiti 

has been focused on creating a 

home for abandoned and or-

phaned children at Camatin, 

where they are healthy, safe, fed, 

and are given opportunities for 

education and future vocational 

training. In this environment, 

there is a possibility to create a 

community where medical care 

is consistent and sustainable 

changes for families through  

micro-enterprise, education, and 

vocational training are possible. 

We are proud to report the  

success of our efforts despite the 

intense poverty, challenges and difficulties of humanitarian work in Haiti. Although it seems we 

often report doom and despair and ask for additional funding and volunteers, this newsletter  

reports healthy girls, an expanding orphanage, new school, community center and church,  

completed and operational thanks to all of our committed volunteers and supporters! 
 

Camatin is located four hours from Port Au Prince in the mountains above Jacmel. From our  

orphanage we are able to serve the communities of Belloc, Coq Chante, Tiapo, and Camatin - all 

of which were severely damaged in the earthquake and continue to struggle with issues related to 

intense poverty.        (continued on page 2) 
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The Hope Alliance Mission: 

Our mission is to empower 

impoverished people in devel-

oping countries to create 

positive, sustainable change 

in the lives of their families 

and communities. 

The Hope AllianceñItõs All about HOPE!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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 The Hope Alliance Haitiñcontinued from page 1 
In 2011, we led four expeditions to Camatin where we were able to build 

and distribute almost 400 home-use water filtration systems (with about 99% 

water purity), administer medical treatment and trainings (including dental, 

parasite medication, eyeglasses and minor procedures) and rebuild or repair 

the collapsed structures within homes.  In 2011, we saw the completion of 

the new structure at Camatin. This beautiful building serves the entire  

community, with more than 200 children attending school daily, a growing 

church congregation and a place for community refuge and activity, as  

requested and required in the harsh country of Haiti. 
 

By the yearôs end, we will have 32 graduates from the self-sustainable  

sewing school in the basement of the orphanage. Originally created as a  

vocational training for the girls who live at Camatin, we have expanded the 

program to include many women, and two men, from the community who 

meet daily for sewing lessons. The top "graduates" then teach the next class 

and are "gifted" a hand-crank sewing machine to develop their new skills 

into a business endeavor of their own. We have a waiting list of people who 

wish to come to our sewing school, which is only limited by the number of 

retrofitted, hand-crank machines available.  These machines are paid for 

and hand-carried to Haiti by the volunteer trip participants. 
 

Our available orphanage beds have doubled this year thanks to the support 

of our Haiti "Sponsorship" program. To date, we have thirty girls between 

the ages of 4 and 16 living in this home with four in university or  

vocational training in Port Au Prince.  Currently, we have eleven of our 

girls "sponsored" monthly and eight being permanently adopted by  

families in the US. We have 6-7 openings for more girls to be brought off 

the streets as sponsorship funding is obtained.   The growth of our  

orphanage, number of children schooled, and community members  

medically treated and  educated in Haiti are only defined by our ability to 

pay for these projects. We dream of creating sustainable enterprises such 

as a bakery or country-wide Tap-Tap transportation service, building another school at Tiapo, educating additional healthcare 

and midwife professionals, and increasing the number of girls brought into the safety of Camatin. 
 

We will continue to lead 4-5 expeditions in the next year and welcome your participation, of any sort, with these missions.  

We ask for your continued support of our work on the island and thank you deeply and sincerely for your generous donations 

in the past. A very Happy New Year to all!      -Kym Meehan, THA-Haiti Director 

Volunteer of the Year 
Jessie Bost participated in The Hope 

Alliance expedition to Haiti in June 

2011 and is no stranger to Haiti  

projects.  She stepped up to help  

coordinate, organize and facilitate this 

trip and even assisted our doctors in a 

home birth at Camatin.  Jessie and her 

husband, Matt, fell in love with one of 

the orphans and they have since  

become a sponsor to her and have 

pledged to continue to help fund her 

costs of education, medical needs and 

future vocational training.  They plan 

on returning to Haiti in December and 

have created a video for future  

fundraising efforts (available online).   

ñTo quote Helen Keller, óI am only one, but still I am 

one.  I cannot do everything, but still I can do some-

thing; and because I cannot do everything, I will not 

refuse to do something that I can do.ô I love traveling to 

Haiti because it makes me realize that despite being only 

one, I still am one and can still do something: with no 

medical experience, I was bandaging wounds.  I cannot 

cook, but was able to feed a family for months by giving 

them food.  I am not a mother, but tucked little girls in 

their beds and wished them good night.  I do not speak 

Creole, but I was able to understand hurt, gratitude, 

community and love from the people we met throughout 

the region of Camatin.  Haiti helps me find my potential 

and use it in a powerful way, and in knowing this, I will 

not refuse to do what I can for these wonderful people.ò 

   - Jessie Bost, Volunteer  

Jessie Bost 
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AERO GraduatesñGuatemala 
The Atitlan Education Resource for Opportunity (AERO Fund), The Hope  

Allianceôs education project in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, is proud to announce 

the graduation of our first two scholarship recipients from an accredited 3 ½ year 

training program for nurses. Congratulations to Ana and Marcos, fledgling graduate 

enfermeros, who are just beginning lifetimes of critically needed service to their 

community.  They will be significant assets to this extremely underserved ñpuebloò 

of nearly 50,000 wonderful Mayan folks in the Western Highlands of Guatemala. 
 

Four years ago, Dr. John and Rita Nelson volunteered in a tiny hospital in Santiago 

which was struggling to provide medical services as the only inpatient facility in 

this primitive community.  They recognized that 

the hope for the future was through education of 

their youth.  The Nelsons felt strongly enough to provide the seed money for the AERO  

scholarship program with The Hope Alliance (THA).  Selfless and unpaid volunteers at The 

Hope Alliance and in Santiago Atitlan, have provided guidance and supervision.  AERO  

especially appreciates Concepcion and Pedro Mendoza, our dependable committee in-country, 

for their inestimable loyalty and assistance.  There is little doubt that Ana and Marcos would not 

be graduate nurses beginning service to their community were it not for the AERO Fund.  On 

behalf of Ana and Marcos and many future students who will have opportunities to make better 

lives for themselves and their community, John and Rita and The Hope Alliance wish to express 

their everlasting gratitude to supporters of AERO. 
 

The AERO Fund is about to enter a new and exciting era.  We have decided that so much more 

can be accomplished by partnering with an organization called International Humanitarian Fund 

whose objectives almost perfectly match those of AERO.   In addition, IHF is the primary  

supporter of a wonderful childrenôs library and pre-school project in Santiago Atitlan called 

Puerta Abierta, about to offer kindergarten as well.  As the Nelsons have spent much ongoing 

service time in Santiago, they have become familiar with this project and its capable and selfless 

founder, Amanda Flayer, an ex-Peace Corps volunteer who has committed her life to this  

community.  Designated AERO donations made to The Hope Alliance will be shared with our 

new partner.  We are very pleased with this new arrangement, as we see that it will allow us to 

accomplish much more towards our goal of raising the level of education and expectation 

among the indigenous people of Santiago Atitlan.  It is our hope that, at some time in the not-so-

distant future, the Santiago community will recognize the need for services such as clean water and sewage treatment,  

generalized education of the children and public education beyond the level of 6th grade, chimneys for indoor cooking fires,  

improved public health, prenatal care, immunizations and an amazing number of other components of modern life which we so 

much take for granted.  Ana and Marcos are the beginning. 

Concepcion and Pedro Mendoza 

The Graduates�² Marcos and Ana 

John and Rita Nelson 

Vinto Sewing SchoolñBarranca, Peru                                   
The Hope Alliance sewing school in Vinto, Peru is just finishing up the third year of our 5-year commitment. This project, 

sponsored by the Hullinger Family Foundation, was established to provide vocational training to underprivileged and orphaned 

youth in a small village of the Barranca Province of Lima. During the past few years, the number of participants in the program 

has increased from 26 to 110 students. The younger students are learning how to take their measurements, draft a pattern, and 

then make themselves simple pieces of clothing such as shorts, skirts, aprons, 

and pajamas. The more advanced students are now making slacks, men's tailored 

shirts, and dresses. We will continue donating money for the teacher's salary and 

supplies for two more years at which point the Peruvian government will  

continue funding the sewing classes. The students enjoy learning to sew and we 

are hoping many of them will be able to start sewing businesses when they 

graduate.  Through the generosity of donors like the  Hullinger Family, projects 

like this sewing program meet our mission to transform critical needs into  

sustainable change and empower the people of developing countries to become 

self reliant and able to provide for themselves and their families. 


